
CommonoCutwormoSpeciesoIdentification
• Cutwormsousuallyodamageocornoseedlingsothatoareosmallerothanotheo6-leafogrowthostageobyoattackingostemsoatoorobelowotheosoilosurface.

• Earlyoinotheoseason,ocutwormolarvaeotypicallyohideounderolitteroorosoiloandocomeooutoatonightooroonoovercastodaysotoofeedoonoseedlingostems

nearotheosoilosurface.!

• Managingocutwormsorequiresoidentification,oregularomonitoring,oscouting,oeliminatingovegetationobeforeoplanting,oandoavoidingoplantingoinoa

fieldowithoaohistoryoofocutwormoproblems.

Figureo1.oArmyocutworm.!

JosephoBerger,oBugwood.org.

Army Cutworm.oTheolarvaeoareograyish-

blackowithodifferentopatternsoofograyoand

brownostripesorunningodownotheolengthoof

theoabdomeno(Figureo1).1!Thisocutworm

hasobeenofoundoinoallostatesowestoofothe

MississippioRiver,obutohighestodensities

areofoundoinosemi-aridoareas.oOutbreaks

areomostolikelyoinotheoGreatoPlainsoand

RockyoMountainoregionsoofotheoUnited

StatesoandoinosouthernoCanada.oHost

plantsoincludeowheat,obarley,omustard,

alfalfa,ovegetables,oandovariousoweeds.

Figureo2.oBlackocutworm.

Black Cutworm. Theolarvaeoareoblackoto

paleograyoandocanobeodistinguishedofrom

similarospeciesobyotheoconvexogranules

onotheoabdominalosegmentso(Figureo2).

Theopestocanobeofoundoinosouthern

Canada,otheocontinentaloUnitedoStates,

Hawaii,oandoCentraloandoSouthoAmerica.

Larvaeofeedoonomanyohostoplants

includingocorn,ovegetables,ocotton,

tobacco,oandovariousoweedospecies.

Blackocutwormoisotheomostoimportantospeciesoinothisoarticleoinotermsoofoeconomic

damageotoocorn.oDamageocanobeoparticularlyosevereoinoweedy,olate-plantedocorn

followingoaosoybeanocropoandoinocornoplantedoinofloodoplains.oCornoseedlingsothat

areocutoatoorobelowotheosoilosurfaceoand/oro6-8oleafogrowthostageoplantsothatoare

tunneledointoousuallyodoonotorecover.oIfowateroisoadequate,oseedlingsothatoareocut

aboveotheosoilosurfaceomayorecoverobutoyieldopotentialocanobeoreduced.

Bristly Cutworm.oTheolarvaeoareodullogray-brownowithostripesoalongotheosides.oThey

haveostiffohairsothatoprotrudeofromoallopartsoofotheobodyoandodarkodiamond-shaped

markingsoonotheoback.oThisocutwormocanobeofoundoeastoofotheoMississippioRiveroand

inotheostatesoofoLouisiana,oNewoMexico,oColorado,oKansas,oNebraska,oandoTexas.

Theolarvaeofeedonearotheosoilosurfaceoandocanosurviveoonomanyoplants;ohowever,

feedingomostlyooccursoononon-cultivatedoplants,ohay,ograsses,oandolegumes.

Becauseoinjuryoisonotoveryoobviousoonotheseoplants,omanagementoisoseldom

necessary.oThisospeciesoisoaominoropestoforocorn,oalthoughoitooccasionallyocanocause

heavyodamage.o!!

Bronzed Cutworm.!Theolarvaeoareodarkoshinyobronzeowithofourobrownoandothree

yellowostripes,oextendingotheolengthoofotheobody.oThisospeciesocanobeofoundoinoevery

stateoexceptotheoGulfoStates,oUtah,oandoWyoming.oEconomicoproblemsoinocornooccur

whenoitoisoplantedointoosodooropastureograsses.oFeedingooccursoatotheosoilosurfaceoon

youngocornoplantsoandoinotheocrownsoofograsses.!

Claybacked Cutworm.!Theolarvaeoareopaleograyoandotranslucentowithogray-brown

headoandobarsoonotheofrontoofotheoface.oTheyohaveoaobroadoyellow-brownostripeoon

theoback.oThisocutworm,!whichoisonativeotootheoNorthoAmerica,oisomostoabundantoin

theoNorthoCentraloUnitedoStates.oClaybackedolarvaeoareoactiveoatonightoandocanobe

veryodestructiveotooseedlingocorn,oespeciallyocornofollowingoclover.oEatingohabitsoand

appearancesoofoblackoandoclaybackedocutwormsoareosimilar.!Smallolarvaocanopull

theoleafodownointooaoburrowoandoeatotheoleafofromotipotootheobase,owhileolargerolarva

canocutotheoleavesooroplantsojustoaboveotheosoilosurfaceoandodragothemointooaoburrow

toocontinueofeeding.!

Figureo3.oDingyocutworm.!

FrankoPeairs,oColoradooStateoUniversity,

Bugwood.org.

Dingy Cutworm.oTheolarvaeoareopale

grayotoobrownowithoaofaint,odarkoV-

shapedomarkingoonotheobackoofoeach

abdominalosegmento(Figureo3).oThis

cutwormooccursoinosouthernoCanada,

Virginia,oTennessee,oMissouri,oKansas,

Colorado,oandoUtah.oLarvaeofeedoon

vegetables,oclover,oalfalfa,otobacco,

wheat,ocorn,ograsses,oandobroadleaf

weeds.oTheocutwormsoinfrequentlyofeed

onocornobutowhenotheyodo,otheyousually

nipotheoendsoofoyoungocornoleaves

withoutodrillingointootheoplant.o!

Glassy Cutworm.oTheolarvaohasoaogreen-whiteobodyothatoappearsoglassyoor

translucent.oTheoheadoandopronotumoareored-brown.oThisocutwormocanobeofound

throughoutoSouthoAmericaoandoNorthoAmerica,oexceptoforosouthernostates.oItois

mostlyoaopestoinocropsoplantedoafterosodooropasture,oespeciallyoinolowoground.oItocan

alsoobeofoundoinosubterraneanoburrows,ofeedingoonorootsoandobasalostemsoofocorn

andograsses.o!

Pale Western Cutworm.oTheolarvaeoareoyellow-brownowithothreeopairsoofogreen-

grayostripesoalongotheobackoandosides.oBecauseotheocuticleoisosemi-transparent,

internaloorgansocanobeovisible.oTheoheadoisoamberotooblackowithoaoblackomarkingoon

theofrontoofotheoheadoofomatureolarvaeoresemblingoanoinvertedo“V”.oItoisonativeotoothe

GreatoPlainsoandoalsoooccursoinotheoTexasoPanhandleoandowestwardothroughothe

RockyoMountains.oTheopestofeedsoonoweedsoandocropsoofowheat,ooat,ocorn,obarley,

alfalfa,oandosunflowerothatoareogrownounderodryoconditions.oTheocutwormoburrows

throughotheosoil,ofeedingoonotheostemobelowotheosoilosurface,owhichocanoresultoin

! !



plantsothatowiltoandodie.oTheogreatestoamountoofoinjuryousuallyooccursofromoApriloto

Juneoinodrylandocrops,owhileoirrigatedocropsoareonotosusceptibleotoothisospecies.

Redbacked Cutworm.oTheolarvaeoareolightobrownotoograyowithotwooredobands

borderingoaolight,omediumostripoonotheoback.!Late-instarolarvaocanocauseomostoof

theoeconomicodamageobyoseveringoplantostemsoatotheosoilosurface.oThisocutworm

occursothroughoutoCanadaofromocoast-to-coastoandosouthotooColorado.o!

Sandhill Cutworm.oTheolarvaoisowhiteotoopaleograyowithochalkyowhiteostripesoonothe

backoandosidesoandotheoheadoisodullored-brownoinocolor.oThisocutwormoprefersoareas

ofoveryosandyosoiloandowilloonlyobeofoundoinofieldsowithoaohighopercentageoofosand.

ThisopestoisonotoaoproblemoinocornoinotheoMidwestoexceptoinosandyosoils.oTheolarvae

areoseldomoseenoaboveotheosoilosurfaceobecauseotheyostayobelowotheosoilosurface

andofeedoonotheoundergroundopartsoofotheoplant.

Spotted Cutworm.oTheolarvaeoareodullogray-brownowithoaodarker!stripeoalongoeach

sideoofotheoloweropartoofotheobody.oAoseriesoofoblack,owedgelikeomarkingsobegin

partwayoalongotheobackoandoareolargerotowardotheorear.oThisopestoisofound

throughoutoNorthoAmericaobutocausesominoroeconomicodamageoinotheoMidwest.oThe

larvaocanoclimboandofeedoonoleaves,ostems,obuds,oorofruitsoofotheohostoplants.!

Figureo4.oVariegatedocutworm.!

FrankoPeairs,oColoradooStateoUniversity,

Bugwood.org.

Variegated Cutworm.oTheolarvaovaries

inocoloroandohasoaonarrowolineoofopale

yellowodotsoalongotheomiddleoofotheoback

(Figureo4).oItoisofoundoinoeveryostateoand

canoattackoforestotrees,ovegetables,oand

fieldocropsoincludingocorn,oalfalfa,oclover,

cotton,osunflower,otobacco,oandowheat.

Inocorn,olarvaocanofeedoonoleavesoand

mayoeatotheocenteroofotheostemodownoto

twootoothreeoinchesobelowotheosoil

surface.oLarvaeoareoactiveoatonightoand

oftenocutoplantsonearotheosoilosurfaceoand

dragounfinishedoplantsointoosoilocracks

andootheroprotectedosites.oSevereodamageomayoresultoinoreducedoyieldopotentialoof

alfalfa,ocorn,oclover,osunflower,oandowheat.

CutwormoManagementoOptions
Becauseoofotheoirregularodistributionoinogeographyoandotime,ocutwormsocontinueoto

beoaochallengingopestotoocontrol.!Culturalopractices,omonitoringoofoadultomothoflights,

andoscoutingocanobeousedoforocutwormomanagement.oCulturalopracticesothatoapply

tooallocutwormospeciesoincludeoremovaloofowinteroannualoweedsoatoleastooneotootwo

weeksopriorotooplantingotoohelpostarveosmallocutwormolarvaeobeforeocrop

emergence,oandonot!plantingoaosusceptibleocropointooaofieldowithoaohistoryoof

cutwormoproblemsooroafterolong-standingopastures,omeadows,oalfalfa,oorored

clover.2!

TrappingoAdults!
Trappingoofocutwormoadultomothsocanobeoanoimportantotoolotoodetermineothe

potentialothreatoposedobyosomeospecies.oSeveralocornogrowingostatesohave

cooperatedoonoaoblackocutwormotrappingoprogram.oAosignificantoflightoisoindicated

whenoeightoadultomalesoareocapturedoinoaotwoonightoperiod.oTheodateoofothisocapture

isousedotoopredictolarvalodevelopmentoandotheodateowhenofeedingomayobegin.

Scoutingoforodamagedoseedlingsoshouldobeginowheno300ogrowingodegreeounits

(GDUs)ohaveoaccumulatedoafteroaosignificantomothotrapocapture.3!

InsecticideoTreatments
Acceleron®oSeedoAppliedoSolutionsoforoCornoandoAcceleron®oSeedoAppliedoSolutions

foroCornoPoncho®/VOTiVO®,oprovideocontroloofoblackocutwormoandoanoadditionalosite

ofoactionoagainstothisopestowhenocoupledowithocornoproductsowithoGenuity®

SmartStax®otechnology.oSoiloappliedoinsecticidesomayonotobeoeconomicalodueotoothe

sporadiconatureoofocutworms.oAsosoonoasocropoplantsoemerge,oscoutingoforocutworm

damageoshouldostart.oSymptomsoofocutwormoclippingoincludeoleaningoplantsoand/or

plantsothatoareocutoff.oApplicationoofopostemergenceoinsecticidesoisowarrantedowhen

6otoo8%oofoseedlingsoareocutoaboveotheogroundoorowheno2otoo4%oofoseedlingsoare

cutobelowotheoground.2
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For additional agronomic information, please contact your local seed
representative. Individual results may vary, and performance may vary from
location to location and from year to year.
Monsanto Company is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship® (ETS). Monsanto

products are commercialized in accordance with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and

in compliance with Monsanto’s Policy for Commercialization of Biotechnology-Derived Plant

Products in Commodity Crops. This product has been approved for import into key export markets

with functioning regulatory systems. Any crop or material produced from this product can only be

exported to, or used, processed or sold in countries where all necessary regulatory approvals have

been granted. It is a violation of national and international law to move material containing biotech

traits across boundaries into nations where import is not permitted. Growers should talk to their

grain handler or product purchaser to confirm their buying position for this product. Excellence

Through Stewardship® is a registered trademark of Excellence Through Stewardship. B.t. products

may not yet be registered in all states. Check with your Monsanto representative for the

registration status in your state. IMPORTANT IRM INFORMATION: Genuity® RIB

Complete® corn blend products do not require the planting of a structured refuge except in the

Cotton-Growing Area where corn earworm is a significant pest. See the IRM/Grower Guide for

additional information. Always read and follow IRM requirements.Individual results may vary, and

performance may vary from location to location and from year to year. This result may not be an

indicator of results you may obtain as local growing, soil and weather conditions may vary.

Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible. 

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS.  Roundup Ready

technology contains genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, an active ingredient in Roundup®

brand agricultural herbicides. Agricultural herbicides containing glyphosate will kill crops that are

not tolerant to glyphosate. Acceleron®, Genuity®, RIB Complete®, Roundup Ready 2

Technology and Design®, Roundup Ready®, Roundup® and SmartStax® are trademarks of

Monsanto Technology LLC. LibertyLink® and the Water Droplet Design®, Poncho® and

VOTiVO® are registered trademarks of Bayer. Herculex® is a registered trademark of Dow

AgroSciences LLC. Respect the Refuge and Corn Design® and Respect the Refuge® are

registered trademarks of National Corn Growers Association. ©2016 Monsanto

Company.140529060409 031916SEK
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